
MINUTES
ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING

MONDAY, 24 AUGUST 2020
Commencing at 7:00 PM

COUNCIL CHAMBERS
225 Lonsdale Street, Dandenong VIC 3175



TABLE OF CONTENTS

PAGE NOSUBJECTITEM

1 MEETING OPENING ...................................................................................... 29022

1.1 ATTENDANCE ........................................................................................................... 29022

1.2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS OF THE LAND .................. 29022

1.3 OFFERING OF PRAYER ........................................................................................... 29023

1.4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING ...................................... 29023

1.5 ASSEMBLIES OF COUNCIL ..................................................................................... 29024

1.6 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST ................................................................................. 29027

2 OFFICERS' REPORTS - PART ONE ............................................................. 29028

2.1 DOCUMENTS FOR SEALING ................................................................................... 29028

2.1.1 Documents for Sealing ................................................................................. 29028

2.2 DOCUMENTS FOR TABLING ................................................................................... 29033

2.2.1 Petitions and Joint Letters ............................................................................ 29033

2.3 STATUTORY PLANNING APPLICATIONS ............................................................... 29039

2.3.1 Planning Decisions Issued by Planning Minister's Delegate - July 2020 ..... 29039

2.3.2 Planning Delegated Decisions Issued July 2020 ......................................... 29040

3 QUESTION TIME - PUBLIC ........................................................................... 29049

4 OFFICERS' REPORTS - PART TWO ............................................................ 29054

4.1 CONTRACTS ............................................................................................................. 29054

4.1.1 Contract No. 1920-54 Ross Reserve All Abilities Playground ...................... 29054

4.1.2 Contract No. 1920-57 Implement Parking Sensors (Stage 1 of 3) ............... 29064

4.2 POLICY AND STRATEGY ......................................................................................... 29075

MONDAY, 24 AUGUST 2020City of Greater Dandenong

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - MINUTES



4.2.1 Greater Dandenong Climate Emergency Strategy - 2020-2030 .................. 29075

4.2.2 Greater Dandenong Open Space Strategy 2020-2030 ................................ 29210

4.2.3 Introduction of Food Organics Garden Organics (FOGO) Service ............... 29297

4.2.4 Review of Policy - Greater Dandenong Sustainable Buildings Policy 2020 -
Review and Update ...................................................................................... 29306

4.2.5 Make Your Move Greater Dandenong Physical Activity Strategy 2020-2030
....................................................................................................................... 29350

4.3 OTHER ....................................................................................................................... 29406

4.3.1 Greater Dandenong Sustainability Advisory Committee 2020 ..................... 29406

4.3.2 Response to Notice of Motion No. 79 - Request for a report on Greater
Dandenong ESD Future Directions Options ................................................. 29414

4.3.3 Draft Minutes of Sustainability Advisory Committee Meeting - 1 July 2020
....................................................................................................................... 29436

4.3.4 Report on Matters Discussed at Councillor Briefing Sessions & Pre-Council
Meetings - 27 July & 3 August 2020 ............................................................. 29443

4.3.5 List of Registered Correspondence to Mayor and Councillors ..................... 29446

4.3.6 Instrument of Delegation to Members of Council Staff ................................. 29450

4.3.7 Adoption of Governance Rules under the Local Government Act 2020 ....... 29510

4.3.8 Adoption of Policies under the Local Government Act 2020 ........................ 29559

5 NOTICES OF MOTION .................................................................................. 29603

5.1 Notice of Motion No. 84 - Tree removal in Buckingham Avenue, Springvale ..... 29603

5.2 Notice of Motion No. 85 - Consulting with the community on the essential role
of protecting large trees on private land in tackling climate change and protecting
the health and wellbeing of residents .................................................................... 29604

5.3 Notice of Motion No. 86 - Reasserting the right for Cr Maria Sampey to attend
Dandenong Market (DMPL) Board Meetings .......................................................... 29607

6 REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS/DELEGATES AND COUNCILLORS'
QUESTIONS .................................................................................................. 29610

MONDAY, 24 AUGUST 2020City of Greater Dandenong

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - MINUTES



7 URGENT BUSINESS ..................................................................................... 29650

7.1 Council to Appoint Cr Tim Dark as Representative to Attend Dandenong Market
Pty Ltd (DMPL) Board meetings .............................................................................. 29651

MONDAY, 24 AUGUST 2020City of Greater Dandenong

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - MINUTES



1 MEETING OPENING
1.1 ATTENDANCE

Apologies

Cr Loi Truong

Councillors Present

Cr Jim Memeti (Chairperson)
Cr Peter Brown, Cr Youhorn Chea, Cr Tim Dark, Cr Matthew Kirwan, Cr Angela Long, Cr Zaynoun
Melhem, Cr Sean O'Reilly, Cr Maria Sampey, Cr Sophie Tan.

Officers Present

John Bennie PSM, Chief Executive Officer, Mick Jaensch, Director Corporate Services, Jody Bosman,
Director City Planning, Design and Amenity, Martin Fidler, Director Community Services, Paul Kearsley,
Director Business, Engineering and Major Projects.

1.2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF TRADITIONAL OWNERS OF THE LAND

Council acknowledges and pays respect to the past, present and future Traditional Custodians and
Elders of this nation and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational practices of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
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1.3 OFFERING OF PRAYER

Cr Peter Brown left the meeting at 7.03pm.

All present remained standing as Cr Matthew Kirwan read the opening prayer provided prior to the
meeting by Ursula Aruma from the Sri Sathya Sai organisation, a member of the Greater Dandenong
Interfaith Network.

ñLord, make me an instrument of your peace; where there is hatred, let me sow love; where
there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy. O Divine Master, grant that I
may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood, as to understand; to be
loved, as to love; for it is in giving that we receive, it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and
it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life. Jai Sai Ram.ò

1.4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Ordinary Meeting of Council held 10 August 2020.

Recommendation

That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held 10 August 2020 be confirmed.

MINUTE 1541

Moved by: Cr Tim Dark
Seconded by: Cr Angela Long

That the minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council held 10 August 2020 be confirmed.

CARRIED
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1.5 ASSEMBLIES OF COUNCIL

The following assemblies of Council occurred in the period 28 July to 30 July 2020 & 10 August 2020
to 19 August 2020:

Topics Discussed &
Disclosures of
Conflict of Interest

Apologies ReceivedCouncillors
Attending

Meeting TypeDate

- Sponsorship Grants
Panel Assessment
Meeting ï Community
Partnership Program
(Microsoft Teams).

Tim DarkMatthewKirwan,
Jim Memeti

Sponsorship
Grants Panel
Assessment
Meeting ï
Community
Partnership
Program

28/07/20

- Building Capacity
Panel Assessment
Meeting ï Community
Partnership Program
(Microsoft Teams).

Zaynoun MelhemYouhorn Chea,
Matthew Kirwan

Building
Capacity Panel
Assessment
Meeting ï
Community
Partnership
Program

29/07/20
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Topics Discussed &
Disclosures of Conflict of
Interest

Apologies
Received

Councillors
Attending

Meeting TypeDate

- Strategic Grants Panel
Assessment Meeting -
Community Partnership
Program (Microsoft Teams).

Peter BrownMatthewKirwan,
Sophie Tan

Strategic
Grants Panel
Assessment
Meeting
-Community
Partnership
Program

30/07/20

- South East Community
Links premises proposal
update.
- Update on Councilôs
emergency food andmaterial
aid program.
- Cricket net options and
costs at Wal Turner Reserve.
- Discussion on the current
status of 70 Ordish Road,
Dandenong South.
- Agenda items for the
Council Meeting of 10 August
2020.

Peter Brown,
Youhorn Chea
(part), Tim Dark,
MatthewKirwan,
Angela Long,
Zaynoun
Melhem, Jim
Memeti, Sean
OôReilly, Maria
Sampey, Sophie
Tan, Loi Truong
(part)

Pre-Council
Meeting

10/08/20

29025

MONDAY, 24 AUGUST 2020City of Greater Dandenong

ORDINARY COUNCIL MEETING - MINUTES

1.5 ASSEMBLIES OF COUNCIL (Cont.)



Topics Discussed &
Disclosures of Conflict of
Interest

Apologies
Received

Councillors
Attending

Meeting TypeDate

- Disability Advisory
Committee Meeting
(Remotely).

Angela Long,
Maria Sampey
(part)

Disability
Advisory
Committee

17/08/20

- Current status of COVID-19.
- Status and future of major
leisure facilities contracts in
Greater Dandenong
(CONFIDENTIAL).
- Community partnership
funding and sponsorship for
current and next financial

Peter Brown,
Youhorn Chea,
Tim Dark,
MatthewKirwan,
Angela Long,
Zaynoun
Melhem, Jim
Memeti, Sean

Councillor
Briefing
Session

17/08/20

years (Cr Youhorn CheaOôReilly, Maria
disclosed a conflict of interestSampey (part),

Sophie Tan, Loi
Truong

in relation to the Building
Capacity Grants section of
this item and left the meeting
during this discussion.)
- Update on community
transport initiatives.
- Tackling crime and
anti-social behaviours inWest
Dandenong.
- 2019-2020 end of year
financial result and overview
of the 2019-2020 capital
works program.
- Agenda items for the
Council Meeting of 24 August
2020.
- CEO/ Councillors only
session (CONFIDENTIAL).

Recommendation

That the assemblies of Council listed above be noted.
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MINUTE 1542

Moved by: Cr Sophie Tan
Seconded by: Cr Tim Dark

That the assemblies of Council listed above be noted.

CARRIED

1.6 DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST

Cr JimMemeti disclosed a Conflict of Interest (Direct interest (s.77B) in Item No. 5.3: Notice of Motion
No. 86 - Reasserting the right for Cr Maria Sampey to attend Dandenong Market (DMPL) Board
Meetings; as he is the Director of a company that has a stall at the Dandenong Market. Cr JimMemeti
left the Chamber prior to discussion and voting on this item.
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2 OFFICERS' REPORTS - PART ONE
2.1 DOCUMENTS FOR SEALING
2.1.1 Documents for Sealing

A2683601File Id:

Director Corporate ServicesResponsible Officer:

Report Summary

Under the Victorian Local Government Act, each Council is a body corporate and a legal entity in its
own right. Each Council must therefore have a common seal (like any corporate entity) that is an
official sanction of that Council.

Sealing a document makes it an official document of Council as a corporate body. Documents that
require sealing include agreements, contracts, leases or any other contractual or legally binding
document that binds Council to another party.

Recommendation Summary

This report recommends that the listed documents be signed and sealed.

29028
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Item Summary

There are six [6] items being presented to Councilôs meeting of 24 August 2020 for signing and sealing
as follows:

An amended Instrument of Appointment of Authorised Officer under the provisions of the
Local Government Act 1989, the Local Government Act 2020, the Building Act 1993, the
Country Fire Authority Act 1958, theDomestic Animals Act 1994, theEnvironment Protection

1.

Act 1970, the Fire Rescue Victoria Act 1958, the Food Act 1984, the Impounding of
Livestock Act 1994, Infringements Act 2006, the Planning and Environment Act 1987, the
Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008, the Residential Tenancies Act 1997, the Road
Management Act 2004, theRoad Safety Act 1986, the SexWork Act 1994, the Subdivisions
Act 1988, the Summary Offences Act 1966, the Tobacco Act 1987, the Victorian Civil and
Administrative Tribunal Act 1998, the Regulations made under each of those Acts, the
local laws made under the Local Government Act 1989, and any other Act, Regulation,
local law or delegated legislation (including the Greater Dandenong Planning Scheme)
which relates to the functions and powers of the Council made under the provisions and
enactments described. This amended instrument enables the following Council officer to
carry out the statutory responsibilities of the above Acts and is subject to policy and
delegations previously adopted by Council:

Rebecca Goddard;

An amended Instrument of Appointment of Authorised Officer under the provisions of the
Local Government Act 1989, the Local Government Act 2020, the Environment Protection
Act 1970, the Infringements Act 2006, the Planning and Environment Act 1987, the Public

2.

Health and Wellbeing Act 2008, the Road Management Act 2004, the Road Safety Act
1986, the SexWork Act 1994, the Subdivisions Act 1988, the Summary Offences Act 1966,
the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998 and the Regulations made under
each of these Acts; the Local Laws made under the Local Government Act 1989; and any
other Act, Regulation or delegated legislation (including the Greater Dandenong Planning
Scheme) which relates to the powers of the Council made under the provisions and
enactments described. This amended instrument enables the following Council officers to
carry out the statutory responsibilities of the above Acts and is subject to policy and
delegations previously adopted by Council:

Clint Martin
Julie Stamper
David Boyde;

A letter of recognition to Walter Walmaggia, Community Services for 10 years of service
to the City of Greater Dandenong;

3.
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An amended Instrument of Appointment of Authorised Officer under the provisions of the
Local Government Act 1989, the Local Government Act 2020, the Environment Protection
Act 1970, the Heritage Act 2017, the Infringements Act 2006, the Land Acquisition and

4.

Compensation Act 1986, the Planning and Environment Act 1987, the Sex work 1994, the
Subdivisions Act 1988, the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998 and the
Regulations made under each of these Acts; the Local Laws made under the Local
Government Act 1989; and any other Act, Regulation or delegated legislation (including
the Greater Dandenong Planning Scheme) which relates to the powers of the Council
made under the provisions and enactments described. This amended instrument enables
the following Council officers to carry out the statutory responsibilities of the above Acts
and is subject to policy and delegations previously adopted by Council:

Brett Jackson
Will Stewart
Amy Robie
Andrea Pearson
Emily Au
Georgia Stensness
Katherine Kwong
Kym McClimont
Metika Claxton
Nicole Sheehy
Olivia Schumann
Paul Iacuone
Ray Micallef
Richard Stevenson
Tony Casciere
Tran Ly
Agus Batara
Ceinwen Gould
Darren Wilson
Emma Mydaras
Heidi Blundy
James Mitchell
Jane Brodie
Jessica Harrison
Lily Martyn
Nadine Robinson
Rachel Diamond
Warren Wood;
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An amended Instrument of Appointment of Authorised Officer under the provisions of the
Local Government Act 1989, the Local Government Act 2020, the Building Act 1993, The
Country Fire Authority Act 1958, the Domestic Animals Act 1994, the Environment

5.

Protection Act 1970, the Fire Rescue Victoria Act 1958, the Food Act 1984, the Heritage
Act 2017, the Housing Act 1983, the Impounding of Livestock Act 1994, the Infringements
Act 2006, the Land Acquisition and Compensation Act 1986, the Planning and Environment
Act 1987, the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008, the Residential Tenancies Act 1997,
the Road Management Act 2004, the Road Safety Act 1986, the Sex Work Act 1994, the
Subdivisions Act 1988, the Summary Offences Act 1966, the Tobacco Act 1987, the
Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal Act 1998 and the Regulations made under each
of these Acts; the Local Laws made under the Local Government Act 1989; and any other
Act, Regulation or delegated legislation (including the Greater Dandenong Planning
Scheme) which relates to the powers of the Council made under the provisions and
enactments described. This amended instrument enables the following Council officer to
carry out the statutory responsibilities of the above Acts and is subject to policy and
delegations previously adopted by Council:

Johannes Jacobus Bosman (known as Jody Bosman); and

An amended Instrument of Appointment of Authorised Officer under the provisions of the
Local Government Act 1989, the Local Government Act 2020, the Building Act 1993, The
Country Fire Authority Act 1958, the Environment Protection Act 1970, the Fire Rescue

6.

Victoria Act 1958, the Food Act 1984, the Housing Act 1983, the Infringements Act 2006,
the Planning and Environment Act 1987, the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008, the
Residential Tenancies Act 1997, the Sex Work Act 1994, the Subdivisions Act 1988, the
Summary Offences Act 1966, the Tobacco Act 1987, the Victorian Civil and Administrative
Tribunal Act 1998 and the Regulations made under each of these Acts; the Local Laws
made under the Local Government Act 1989; and any other Act, Regulation or delegated
legislation (including the Greater Dandenong Planning Scheme) which relates to the powers
of the Council made under the provisions and enactments described. This amended
instrument enables the following Council officer to carry out the statutory responsibilities
of the above Acts and is subject to policy and delegations previously adopted by Council:

Edward James Thorley (known as Jamie Thorley).

Recommendation

That the listed documents be signed and sealed.
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MINUTE 1543

Moved by: Cr Angela Long
Seconded by: Cr Sophie Tan

That the listed documents be signed and sealed.

CARRIED
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2.2 DOCUMENTS FOR TABLING
2.2.1 Petitions and Joint Letters

qA228025File Id:

Director Corporate ServicesResponsible Officer:

Petitions and Joint LettersAttachments:

Report Summary

Council receives a number of petitions and joint letters on a regular basis that deal with a variety of
issues which have an impact upon the City.

Issues raised by petitions and joint letters will be investigated and reported back to Council if required.

A table containing all details relevant to current petitions and joint letters is provided in Attachment
1. It includes:

the full text of any petitions or joint letters received;1.

petitions or joint letters still being considered for Council response as pending a final
response along with the date they were received; and

2.

the final complete response to any outstanding petition or joint letter previously tabled
along with the full text of the original petition or joint letter and the date it was responded
to.

3.

Note: On occasions, submissions are received that are addressed to Councillors which
do not qualify as petitions or joint letters under Councilôs current Meeting Procedure
Local Law. These are also tabled.
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Petitions and Joint Letters Tabled

Council received no new petitions and no joint letters prior to the Council Meeting of 24 August 2020.

N.B: Where relevant, a summary of the progress of ongoing change.org petitions and any
other relevant petitions/joint letters/submissions will be provided in the attachment to this
report.

Recommendation

That the report be noted.

MINUTE 1544

Moved by: Cr Youhorn Chea
Seconded by: Cr Sophie Tan

That the report be noted.

CARRIED
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2.3 STATUTORY PLANNING APPLICATIONS
2.3.1 Planning Decisions Issued by Planning Minister's Delegate - July 2020

qA280444File Id:

Director City Planning Design & AmenityResponsible Officer:

Report Summary

This report provides Council with an update on the exercise of delegation by Planning Minister's
delegate.

No decisions were reported for the month of July 2020.

Recommendation

That the report be noted.

MINUTE 1545

Moved by: Cr Angela Long
Seconded by: Cr Zaynoun Melhem

That the report be noted.

CARRIED
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2.3.2 Planning Delegated Decisions Issued July 2020

qA280File Id:

Director City Planning Design & AmenityResponsible Officer:

Planning Delegated Decisions Issued - July 2020Attachments:

Report Summary

This report provides Council with an update on the exercise of delegation by Council officers.

It provides a listing of Town Planning applications that were either decided or closed under delegation
or withdrawn by applicants in July 2020.

It should be noted that where permits and notices of decision to grant permits have been issued,
these applications have been assessed as being generally consistent with the Planning Scheme and
Councilôs policies.

Application numbers with a PLN#.01 or similar, are applications making amendments to previously
approved planning permits.

The annotation óSPEARô (Streamlined Planning through Electronic Applications and Referrals) identifies
where an application has been submitted electronically. SPEAR allows users to process planning
permits and subdivision applications online.

Recommendation

That the items be received and noted.

MINUTE 1546

Moved by: Cr Sean O'Reilly
Seconded by: Cr Angela Long

That the items be received and noted.

CARRIED
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If the details of the attachment are unclear please contact Governance on 8571 5235.

STATUTORY PLANNING APPLICATIONS

PLANNING DELEGATED DECISIONS ISSUED ï JULY 2020

ATTACHMENT 1

PLANNING DELEGATED DECISIONS ISSUED 
JULY 2020

PAGES 8 (including cover)
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3 QUESTION TIME - PUBLIC
Comment
John Bennie PSM, Chief Executive Officer

Mayor and Councillors, there are nine questions from the public this evening all received online.

Question
Loredana Ember, Keysborough

It is with great concern that I ask, is Council going to fight the decision by the Environmental Protection
Authority (EPA) given that thousands of residents including myself, living in the area are concerned
about the unknown health impacts and danger caused by this incinerator? It makes me sick and it
also makes me want to sell my house and move away from this beautiful area knowing all this waste
could be burning just minutes from where I live and send my children to school. It is so unclear what
the incinerator is going to be used for and so unsure whether the EPA actually know what health
dangers there will be.

Response
Jody Bosman, Director City Planning, Design and Amenity

I can advise that Council has appealed the EPAôs decision to issue a works approval at 70 Ordish
Road, Dandenong South. We have lodged our appeal with the Victorian Administrative Civil Tribunal
(VCAT) and we have engaged a number of experts to assist in this matter. We are currently awaiting
on information back from VCAT regarding the timelines and process for the appeal.

Question
Izabela Nowakowska, Dandenong

I live in Dandenong West bordering on Robinson Street near Hemmings Street. When is the Council
going to act on the crime and antisocial behaviour in my area and when are they going to publicly
announce what they are going to do about it?

Response
Martin Fidler, Director Community Services

A report is scheduled to be presented to Council on 14 September 2020, in response to the Notice
of Motion on addressing crime and antisocial behaviour in DandenongWest. Post endorsement from
Council, a letter via Australia Post will be sent to all residents within the area outlining the details of
the action plan. I am also informed that previously, the resident has contacted Council and a Council
officer is following this up with the questioner.
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Question
Elizabeth Grasso, Keysborough

Why is there a proposal to remove trees from the Springvale shopping precinct for car parking when
there is a multi-storey car park close by?

Response
John Bennie PSM, Chief Executive Officer

In response, I can advise that there is no particular proposal before Council at this time. Yes, there
is a Notice of Motion that is to be considered later this meeting but the purpose of that is to first and
foremost come before the Council for Council to resolve whether it supports that Motion. If that Motion
is passed later this evening the Motion calls for a report, and a report will be presented to a future
Council meeting that would seek to address precisely what the questioner has asked and other
matters that Councillors would be looking to be answered.

Comment
John Bennie PSM, Chief Executive Officer

The next three questions are from Dom Boccari of Keysborough. The next two questions, 4 and 5
relate to a similar location so I will read both questions and then I would ask Mr Kearsley to respond
to them separately.

Question
Dom Boccari, Keysborough

What type and how many traffic calming measures will be installed at the extension of Villiers Road?

Question
Dom Boccari, Keysborough

In relation to our new Community Hub in Villiers Road, will the carpark be gated to avoid any unwanted
activity in the carpark after hours, knowing this building will be so close to our homes this is a fair and
reasonable question?

Response
Paul Kearsley, Director Business, Engineering and Major Projects

With regards to the Villiers Road extension which will be underway in construction fairly soon, we will
have five sets of separate speed humps along the length of Villiers Road in order to control any
speeding traffic that will move through that particular area. The road is also of a width that only allows
really single lanes either way and therefore is a fairly slow trafficked road.

With regards to the second question, the carpark for the proposed Keysborough South Hub will not
be gated at this stage, but there will be security lighting and we are currently considering the use of
CCTV as is fairly standard across many Council facilities.
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Question
Dom Boccari, Keysborough

There have been many times where hard rubbish has been dumped on the corner of Donnici Drive
and Chapel Road. Could Council help deter this unacceptable offence occurring?

Response
Paul Kearsley, Directgor Business, Engineering and Major Projects

We did receive a previous email I believe last week, which was seeking us to act on a particular
amount of dumped rubbish at that time, which I believe has been collected. Chapel Road is already
identified on our Hot Spots program, so we do run a service every week to see whether any dumped
rubbish or goods have been located in that street. We can also seek the people who check that
weekly to have a quick look down Donnici Drive as well. One of the issues that we are facing which
we believe could well be related to the current situation we are having with COVID is that all of the
transfer stations that Councils run across the region are currently closed. We do know that there are
a significant number of people at home probably finding good time to revisit what is in their garage
and double-check what they do or do not need. What we would suggest to those people is to take
advantage of Council's hard waste service which is still operating currently. If they go online or make
a phone call, they can certainly book that service in. We will be watching this area a little bit more in
the coming months and I understand that our Local Laws and Regulatory Services will also be helping
with regards to some increased inspections in that particular area.

Cr Peter Brown returned to the meeting at 7.15pm.

Question
Gaye Guest, Keysborough

Geelong Arts Centre live streamed a fabulous concert of two of their local residents, a husband and
wife who are recognised internationally. It was an hour presentation filmed during this shutdown on
Friday with only necessary technical staff in the theatre. Is this something that could happen at our
Drum Theatre? Virtually it was well attended. We have many talented artists within the LGA.

Response
Martin Fidler, Director Community Services

Thank you for sharing this great idea. It is very similar to what The Drum Theatre is currently working
on with local and established artists to present online content and particularly when this activity is
permitted under current COVID restrictions. Currently, Geelong is under Stage 3 restrictions so they
are a little bit different from us and that allows them an exemption for this type of activity, such as
filming in their theatre. Unfortunately, under Stage 4 restrictions, we are not permitted to have
non-essential activities at the Drum but the team at the venue are working with local artists to see at
this stage what content could even be filmed from their homes.
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Question
Gaye Guest, Keysborough

I would like to congratulate the pockets of our community who have come together to set up Spoonsville
in some of our parks and reserves recently. For the first time in many years it is reuniting and helping
to heal rifts within our LGA because of the politics that often play out. These villages are bringing
smiles to those who stumble upon them or create a character of spoons to add to the displays. Other
municipalities have these displays as well. I hope they are not removed because they mostly sit at
the base of trees and can be more publicly advertised. Can a cheery article about this community
based activity appear in our media streams? Can more of these fun community uniting activities be
introduced as the COVID fatigue is setting in?

Response
Paul Kearsley, Directgor Business, Engineering and Major Projects

We have also acknowledged the benefits that this community initiative can have within our own
communities and Council was not aware of the recent installation at the Roth Hetherington Botanical
Gardens until staff stumbled across it during their work. The Parks Department will work with Council's
Media team to put out some social media content about Spoonsville. Council is also trying to respond
to the latest restrictions with our community engagement activities as quickly as possible. In addition
to Spoonsville, Council is running a Biodiversity Blitz with the City of Casey to record local flora and
fauna in your backyard or during your daily walk with an app for your phone. If you join the Biodiversity
Blitz you will also be in the running for some great prizes and there is a connection through Council's
website so again I thank Gaye for her response and information on this particular matter and we can
certainly add that to our website and see whether or not the community can engage further. One
thing we have done is to direct staff with regards to any removal or alterations to anything they see
with regards to Spoonsville or other activities that might be occurring at the moment. We are very
keen to acknowledge and allow the community to do what they can in these particular times.

Question
Gaye Guest, Keysborough

(1) Many years ago there was a moratorium on clear signage of house numbers. In fact, there was
even an enterprising program of painting numbers on kerbsides and numbers were on wheelie bins.
Over time house numbers have disintegrated for a host of reasons: bins and kerbing replaced and
numbers not reinstated, house numbers destroyed as development has occurred or residences are
now rentals. The numbering system was imperative to enable emergency services to attend homes
for whatever reason. Lack of house numbers makes reporting merit issues tricky. Whose responsibility
is it to ensure house numbers are clearly visible?

(2) Many brick fences are starting to crack and look unsafe. Once again after a tragedy in the CBD
there was a moratorium on fences. This seems to have slipped through the gaps again. If Council
staff are being deployed during COVID could they possibly hit the beat and inspect unsafe fences
throughout the LGA?
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(3) Once again unkempt nature strips and properties are looking tired and lower the tone of the
neighbourhoods. What process could be put in place to ensure properties look cared for? Should
neighbours be allowed to stack their properties with building material stacked up against adjoining
fences? What do you do if your neighbour's house is surrounded by hoarding a plethora of stuff?

Response
Jody Bosman, Director City Planning, Design and Amenity

Under the provisions of the Council's Local Law No.3 it is the responsibility of the property owner to
ensure that they clearly display the number allocated to their property.

I just want to point out that it should be noted that during the Stage 4 restrictions in place due to
COVID-19, the State Government has advised Council that officers are only able to attend and deal
with matters affecting the safety of the community. The only four reasons to leave the property under
Stage 4 restrictions being: To shop for food or other essential items; exercise, which is outdoor
exercise only with another person; permitted work, and care-giving for compassionate reasons or to
seek medical treatment. As I say, we have been advised by the State Government to the extent
which Council officers may attend to matters only affecting the safety of the community.

As to the provisions of the Local Law, when you are looking at unkempt nature strips and properties,
the owner of a property must not let their land become, in the view of an authorised officer, unsightly
in appearance. Officers will need to attend and assess each property on an individual basis. Often,
it is challenging to work with some people in these situations as they have a tendency to hoard and
often have other comorbidities such as mental health conditions which may limit their insight.

To answer the question as to what to do, the best course of action is to report the matter to Council
and an officer will attend and assess the situation. Again, these types of matters although annoying,
in most cases do not meet that criteria of Council officers being out attending to issues of safety in
the community and as such will not be able to attend to these matters until after the restrictions have
been eased.
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4 OFFICERS' REPORTS - PART TWO
4.1 CONTRACTS
4.1.1 Contract No. 1920-54 Ross Reserve All Abilities Playground

File Id:

Director Business, Engineering &Major ProjectsResponsible Officer:

Tender Information (CONFIDENTIAL)Attachment:

Report Summary

This report outlines the tender process undertaken to select a suitably qualified and experienced
contractor for the Ross Reserve All Abilities Playground.

Recommendation Summary

This report recommends that Contract No-1920-54 Ross Reserve All Abilities Playground be awarded
toWarrendale Industries Pty Ltd for a fixed Lump Sum price of TwoMillion, Three Hundred & Sixty-Two
Thousand, One Hundred & Forty-Six Dollars and Twenty-Nine Cents ($2,362,146.29) including GST.
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Introduction

Client Objectives

Ross Reserve is rapidly expanding as a premier recreational destination for Greater Dandenong. The
new all abilities playground will service the local community, various disability services and groups
located within Noble Park and the broader Greater Dandenong area.

The new playground is also expected to become an important destination attracting various groups
from a large demographic base across the broader metropolitan Melbourne region.

The project objectives are to:

Construct a playground that provides ñall abilitiesò local and regional recreational benefits for
the community whilst also supporting local disability providers from within the municipality.
Increase the level of play and inclusion for ñall principlesò to meet the appropriate benchmark of
what would be expected of a regional level ñall inclusiveò playground facility.
Provide environmental benefits that include tree planting, water sensitive urban design principles
and use of natural and recycled products in the construction of the project.
Provide social and healthy wellbeing opportunities through the provision of a broad range of
play elements, interesting and varied landscape treatments, including various art forms. There
will also be a range of other supporting infrastructure to assist both users and their carers with
the inclusion of a shelter, barbeques, furniture and drinking fountains.

Tender Process

General

The tender was advertised on Saturday 21 March 2020 in The Age newspaper, on Vendor Panel and
on Councilôs website. The tender closed at 2:00pm on Thursday 16 April 2020.

At the close of the tender advertising period, submissions were received from eight (8) contractors,
being:

1. ACE Landscaping Services Pty Ltd
2. Bitu-mill Landscapes Pty Ltd
3. Commercialscapes Pty Ltd
4. LD Total Pty Ltd
5. LJM Construction Pty Ltd
6. PTA Landscapes Pty Ltd
7. Regal Innovations Pty Ltd
8. Warrendale Industries Pty Ltd
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Review of Tender Submissions

The evaluation panel comprised the Coordinator Open Space Projects, Coordinator Strategic, Design
& Sustainability Planning, Project Manager, Capital Works Program Officer and the Contracts &
Administration Officer. All panel members signed Councilôs probity forms declaring that they would
evaluate tenders fairly and would disclose any conflict of interest.

Each submission was assessed and ranked against all evaluation criteria by each member of the
evaluation panel. These rankings were then collated and multiplied by the weighting to give a weighted
attribute score for each criterion and totaled to give an overall comparative evaluation score for all
criteria as shown in the following tables.

The tenders were evaluated using Councilôs Weighted Attributed Value Selection Method. The
advertised evaluation criteria and the allocated weightings for evaluation are as follows

WeightingEvaluation Criteria

45%Price

25%Relevant Experience

15%Capabilities

5%Social Procurement

5%Local Industry

5%Environmental

Points were awarded on a scale 0 ï 5 based on the score parameters listed below.

DescriptionScore

Excellent5

Very Good4

Good, better than average3

Acceptable2

Marginally Acceptable1

Not Acceptable0

Each submission was assessed and ranked against all evaluation criteria, to ensure that each tenderer
met the standards required for Council contractors. A fail in any criterion would automatically exclude
a tenderer from further consideration for this contract.
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The eight (8) submissions were assessed and weighted attribute points scores resulting from the
assessment are shown in the following table:

Pre-Tender Clarification

EMSOHSTotal
Score

Non-Price
Points

Price
Points

Tenderer

Verified & Certified with Rapid Global3.141.711.43Warrendale
Industries

Waiting for Verified & Certified with Rapid
Global

3.091.661.43Bitu-mill
Landscapes

Verified & Certified with Rapid Global3.081.761.32Commercialscapes
Pty Ltd

Not assessed2.871.671.20Regal Innovations
Pty Ltd

Verified & Certified with Rapid Global2.931.980.97ACE Landscaping
Services Pty Ltd

Waiting for Verified & Certified with Rapid
Global

2.811.761.05PTA Landscapes

PassPass2.621.910.71LJM Construction

Not assessed2.451.421.03LD Total

Please Note: Rapid Global is a third party pre-qualification and verification system used by Council
and six (6) other Victorian Councils enabling the sharing of OH&S data. It is a Risk and OH&S system
where contractors can upload their Occupational Health & Safety, Risk and Environment Plans and
Policies as well as up to date insurances

The tendered lump sums of all eight tender submissions were significantly higher than the allocated
project budget.

Tender Interviews:

The three best ranked tenderers, Warrendale Industries, Bitu-mill Landscapes and Commercialscapes
were interviewed by the tender panel. All three tenderers interviewed well, confirming their ability to
undertake the contracted works and meet the project deliverables as specified.
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Each of the interviewed tenderers were requested to provide any value management options that
they thought would still meet the project deliverables in accordance with the available budget. Whilst
each of the tenderers identified several value management options these were not in accordance
with the desired project objectives or deliverables and these changes were still well in excess of the
available budget.

Post-Tender Clarification

The tender panel and the playground designer reviewed the scope of works and it was agreed that
the playground could be delivered in two stages. Stage 2 will be undertaken later when further funding
becomes available. Delaying the second stage will not adversely affect the functionality or usability
of works to be undertaken in stage 1 and may well be beneficial in testing how stage 1 operates for
a period of time prior to undertaking stage 2.

Stage 1- will incorporate all the key play elements and themes of the playground including the sand
play items, climbing tower, trampolines, double flying fox, multiple slides and swings (individual,
combination and accessible). The Liberty Swing, accessible carousel and public art are also included
in Stage 1.

Note ## 1- Implementation of Stage 1 only will still meet the state governments funding
requirements for the project.

Stage 2 ï this includes the addition of a large log climber and balance beams, along with some
additional seating, shelters and picnic settings. There will also be additional landscaping, tree planting,
connection paths and grass turfing.

Note 2- ## Stage 2 will be the subject of a further tender process at some point in the future
once further funding has been secured.

The eight original tenderers were offered the opportunity to re-tender for stage 1. The eight submissions
were again assessed and ranked against all evaluation criteria.

The weighted attribute points scores resulting from the assessment are shown in the following table:

EMSOHSTotal
Score

Non-Price
Points

Price
Points

Tenderer

Verified & Certified with Rapid Global3.201.851.35Warrendale
Industries

Waiting for Verified & Certified with Rapid
Global

3.111.771.34Bitu-mill
Landscapes

Verified & Certified with Rapid Global3.001.991.01ACE Landscaping
Services Pty Ltd

Verified & Certified with Rapid Global3.001.761.24Commercialscapes
Pty Ltd
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PassPass3.001.911.09LJM Construction

Not assessed2.791.671.12Regal Innovations
Pty Ltd

Waiting for Verified & Certified with Rapid
Global

2.771.761.01PTA Landscapes

Not assessed2.551.421.13LD Total

The tendered Lump Sums submitted for (stage 1) were more in-line with the available budget.

Reference Checks

Reference checks were undertaken on the two highest ranked tenderers, Warrendale Industries and
Bitu-mill Landscapes. Referees were highly complementary of both companies. Warrendale Industries
was particularly well regarded and recommended.

Relevant Experience

Warrendale Industries has demonstrated experience in projects of a similar nature and value to the
all abilities playground, nominating the following projects:

A. Construction of extensive playground and wet-pour ï Yarra Ranges Shire Council - $900,000.00
B. Construction of the Warburton Community Recreation Precinct ï Yarra Ranges Shire Council -

$3.2 millions
C. Melbourne Zoon (Lemur Enclosure) ï Zoo Victoria - $4.2 millions
D. Fern Gully Walk ï Royal Botanic Garden
E. Sovereign Hill Playspace ï Sovereign Hill Museums Association
F. Grampians Wonderland Hiker Camper ï Park Victoria
G. Braybrook Reserve ï Maribyrnong City Council

Assessment of Social Procurement

The preferred tenderer employs first, second and third year landscape construction and maintenance
apprentices. The existing playground will be carefully demolished and donated to Rotary International.
Rotary will take the existing playground and relocate it to a developing country where they will install
it into a disadvantaged community.

Assessment of Local Industry contribution

The preferred Tenderer will be engaging local supplier for this project.
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Assessment Environmental Management

The preferred tenderer is ISO14001 certified for Environmental Management System. The wet-pour
rubber specified for the project is made from recycled tyres. All containers in which plants are supplied
for the project will be retained and returned to the supplier for future re-use.

Note 1: The higher the price score ï lower the tendered price.

Note 2: The higher the non-price score ï represents better capability and capacity to undertake
the service.

Financial Implications

The contract price of $2,362,146.29 including GST is within the available 20/21 capital program
allocated open space project budgets for Ross Reserve, all of which are funded by grants from the
State government.

Note: Schedule of Rates ï A schedule of rates contract is one under which the amount that
is payable to the contractor is calculated by applying an agreed schedule of rates to the
quantity of work that is actually performed.

Lump Sum ï A lump sum contact or a stipulated sum contract will require that the supplier
agree to provide specified services for a stipulated or fixed price.

Consultation

Internal stakeholders have been widely engaged throughout the design and procurement process.
This has been supported by a core working group consisting of officers from City Improvement and
Strategic Design and Sustainability Planning.

Conclusion

Following a thorough evaluation of the tender submissions the Tender Evaluation Panel concluded
that theWarrendale Industries tender submission demonstrated best value to council for the following
reasons;

Reference checks have confirmed that they have a proven track record in delivering projects of
a similar scale and complexity.
Clearly demonstrated to the panel that they have the capacity to deliver the project with adequate
resources and qualified staff available for the project.
Submitted a competitive price and conforming tender submission in accordance with councilôs
tender documentation.
Have submitted as part of their tender submission a works program including timeframes that
are acceptable to council in accordance with the state governments grant acquittal requirements
for this project.
Have good demonstrated social and environmental programs in place.
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Recommendation

That Council:

awards Contract No. 1920-54 (stage 1) for Ross Reserve All Abilities Playground to
Warrendale Industries Pty Ltd for a fixed lump sum of Two Million, Three Hundred
& Sixty-Two Thousand, One Hundred & Forty-Six Dollars and Twenty-Nine Cents
($2,362,146.29) including GST; and

1.

sign and seals the contract documents when prepared.2.

MINUTE 1547

Moved by: Cr Tim Dark
Seconded by: Cr Sophie Tan

That Council:

awards Contract No. 1920-54 (stage 1) for Ross Reserve All Abilities Playground to
Warrendale Industries Pty Ltd for a fixed lump sum of Two Million, Three Hundred
& Sixty-Two Thousand, One Hundred & Forty-Six Dollars and Twenty-Nine Cents
($2,362,146.29) including GST; and

1.

sign and seals the contract documents when prepared.2.

CARRIED
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4.1.2 Contract No. 1920-57 Implement Parking Sensors (Stage 1 of 3)

qA414218File Id:

Director Business, Engineering &Major ProjectsResponsible Officer:

Contract Information (CONFIDENTIAL)Attachments:

Report Summary

This report outlines the tender process undertaken to select a suitably qualified and experienced
contractor for the implementation of parking sensors (Stage 1 of 3).

Recommendation Summary

This report recommends that:

That Council:

awards Contract No. 1920-57 Implement Parking Sensors (Stage 1 of 3) to Reino
International Pty Ltd trading as Duncan Solution Australia Pty Ltd for a Fixed Lump Sum
of Five Hundred & Eight Thousand, Six Hundred & Seventy Dollars and Thirty-Seven Cents
($508,670.37) including GST of $46,242.76 including a 3 year maintenance period; and

1.

signs and seals the contract documents when prepared.2.
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Introduction

In order to meet Councilôs expectations of a ñdynamic and customer focussed approach to parking
managementò, a vehicle detection system comprising of the following should be considered and
introduced:

Integrated in-ground sensors, seamlessly integrated with parking compliance (infringement)
software.
Real time communication system providing immediate access to parking data.
Customer service application, providing real time data on parking availability and on-line fee
payment.
Data management and reporting tools.

The initial intent was to introduce the parking sensor system in stages, over several financial years
commencing with the Springvale Central Activity District (CAD) and then adding the Dandenong CAD,
along with several smaller satellite installations at locations such as the Dandenong Hospital precinct.

Also, sensors would initially only be installed at locations where existing parking restrictions were
already in place.

This project initiates an important step of preparing for city-wide ósmartô technology. The data from
the vehicle detection system, in addition to facilitating more efficient enforcement of non-compliant
parking, offers also more efficient monitoring of parking occupancy used as key information in traffic
management planning and assessment.

Tender Process

The tender was advertised on Saturday 14 December 2019 in The Age newspaper, Tenders Online
and Councilôs website. The tender closed at 2:00pm on Tuesday 21 January 2020.

At the close of the tender advertising period, submissions were received from three (3) contractors,
being:

1. Database Consultants Australia
2. Reino International Pty Ltd trading as Duncan Solution Australia
3. Smart Parking Ltd

Tender Evaluation

The tender evaluation panel comprised of the Manager Transport & Civil Development, Manager
Regulatory Services, Project Engineer and Contracts & Administration Officer from Council.
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The Tenders were evaluated using Councilôs Weighted Attributed Value Selection Method. The
advertised evaluation criteria and the allocated weightings for evaluation are as follows:

WeightingEvaluation Criteria

40%Price1

35%Capability & Relevant Experience2

10%Methodology3

5%Social Procurement5

5%Local Industry6

5%Environmental7

Points were awarded on a scale 0 ï 5 based on the score parameters listed below.

DescriptionScore

Excellent5

Very Good4

Good, better than average3

Acceptable2

Marginally Acceptable1

Not Acceptable0

Each submission was assessed and ranked against all evaluation criteria, to ensure that each tenderer
met the standards required for Council contractors. A fail in any criterion would automatically exclude
a tenderer from further consideration for this contract.

The three (3) submissions were assessed and weighted attribute points scores resulting from the
assessment are shown in the following table:

EMSOHSTotal
Score

Non-Price
Points

Price
Points

Tenderer

PassPass3.522.521.00Reino International P\L t/as Duncan
Solutiuons Australia

No Assessment3.471.731.74Smart Parking Ltd
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No Assessment1.980.43Database Consultants Australia
Non-Conforming

Note 1: The higher the price score ï lower the tendered price.
Note 2: The higher the non-price score ï represents better capability and capacity to undertake the
service.

Given the key objectives of the project, the proposed sensors by Duncan Solutions are the only
conforming sensors to satisfy the projectôs requirements and objectives, as well as offering the best
value for money, for the following reasons:

The sensors are in-ground, hidden below the road surface.
The sensors are significantly more robust and are more damage proof.
The dual-sensing technology is significantly more reliable than that of other tenderers.
The sensors do not rely on infra-red detection as a back-up technology and are therefore not
subject to interference through dirt, leaves, stickers, gum, oil, etc.
The sensors are equipped with memory chips that hold several days data.
The in-field performance statistics are consistently high.

Phase 1 of this project will introduce a parking management system to the Dandenong CAD based
around vehicle detection technology. This system will comprise of:

In-ground vehicle detection sensors.
Seamless integration with parking compliance (infringement) software.
Real time communication system providing immediate access to parking data.
Capacity to accommodate expansion to a customer service application, providing real time data
on parking availability and eventually on-line fee payments.
Data management and reporting tools.

Duncan Solution Australia (Duncan) is an Australian-owned organisation operating since June 1997
and specialise in the provision of parking management and enforcement technologies for State and
Local Government authorities. It is recognised across Australia as a market leader in the following:

The development of parking management information systems with an increasing focus upon
the delivery of data and analytics capability.
The integration, supply and maintenance of the vehicle sensing technologies.
The design, development and support of handheld enforcement applications.

Relevant Experience:

Deployment of PEMS Parking Machines ï City of Maribyrnong ï 5 years - $750K
Deployment of sensors as well AutoISSUE enforcement assistance ï Central Coast ï 5 years
- $350K
Deployment of in-ground sensors ï City of Canada Bay ï 5 years - $1M
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Note 1: The higher the price score ï lower the tendered price.
Note 2: The higher the non-price score ï represents better capability and capacity to undertake
the service.

Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities

All matters relevant to the Victorian Human Rights Charter have been considered in the preparation
of this report and are consistent with the standards set by the Charter.

Financial Implications

The capital and recurrent funding requirement for the purchase, installation, licencing andmaintenance
of 1,006 sensors with the integrated monitoring system in the Dandenong CAD is $508,670.37 Incl.
GST.

An annual recurrent cost for the sensors and the associated system will apply after the first three
years - based on the third yearôs quoted licencing andmaintenance cost plus a CPI increase. Provision
for the annual recurrent costs beyond the third year will need to be accommodated in councilôs future
recurrent budgets.

Note: Schedule of Rates ï A schedule of rates contract is one under which the amount that
is payable to the contractor is calculated by applying an agreed schedule of rates to the
quantity of work that is actually performed.

Lump Sum ï A lump sum contact or a stipulated sum contract will require that the supplier
agree to provide specified services for a stipulated or fixed price.

Social Procurement

The preferred tenderer plays a role in assisting staff from disadvantaged backgrounds.

Environmental

The preferred tenderer is certified ISO14001. Developed and implemented a circular, ólife-cycleô
environmental management process whereby all system components including in-ground sensors,
surface mount sensors and interface. In-ground sensors are designed to have a 5-7 year life. At the
end of this period the sensor housing can be cut open and the primary lithium battery removed from
the printed circuit board.

Consultation

A number of Council business unit were involved in the preparation of the tender brief. Input at the
tender evaluation phase included active representation from the two principal department stakeholders
at senior officer level as well as an officer from Contracts (procurement) and one from Project
Management.

Consultation with traders will take place during the phased implementation.
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Conclusion

At the conclusion of the tender evaluation process, the evaluation panel agreed that the tender
submission from Reino International Pty Ltd trading as Duncan Solution Australia (Duncan) is an
Australian-owned organisation operating since June 1997 and specialise in the provision of parking
management and enforcement technologies for State and Local Government authorities. It is
recognised across Australia as a market leader in the following:

The development of parking management information systems with an increasing focus upon
the delivery of powerful data and analytics capabilities.
The integration, supply and maintenance of the vehicles sensing technologies.
The design, development and support of handheld enforcement applications.

represented the best value outcome for Council and should be accepted due to:

1. Their conforming tender, which is within Councilôs budget estimate and allocation.
2. Best practice/marking leader nationally in the industry.
3. Duncanôs parking sensing technology and management information system delivers sound data

capture and storage enabling detailed traffic analysis such as temporal occupancy.
4. The demonstrated level of experience of staff and sub-contractor resources available.

Recommendation

That Council:

awards Contract No. 1920-57 Implement Parking Sensors (Stage 1 of 3) to Reino
International Pty Ltd trading as Duncan Solution Australia Pty Ltd for a Fixed Lump
Sum of Five Hundred & Eight Thousand, Six Hundred & Seventy Dollars and
Thirty-Seven Cents ($508,670.37) including GST of $46,242.76 including a 3 years
Maintenance period;

1.

signs and seals the contract documents when prepared.2.
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MINUTE 1548

Moved by: Cr Matthew Kirwan
Seconded by: Cr Sean O'Reilly

That Council:

awards Contract No. 1920-57 Implement Parking Sensors (Stage 1 of 3) to Reino
International Pty Ltd trading as Duncan Solution Australia Pty Ltd for a Fixed Lump
Sum of Five Hundred & Eight Thousand, Six Hundred & Seventy Dollars and
Thirty-Seven Cents ($508,670.37) including GST of $46,242.76 including a 3 years
Maintenance period;

1.

signs and seals the contract documents when prepared.2.

CARRIED
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4.2 POLICY AND STRATEGY
4.2.1 Greater Dandenong Climate Emergency Strategy - 2020-2030

A6716661ile Id:

Director City Planning, Design and AmenityResponsible Officer:

Greater DandenongClimate Emergency Strategy
2020-30
Greater Dandenong Climate Emergency Action
Plan 2020-30

Attachments:

Report Summary

A Council resolution is sought to adopt the Greater Dandenong Climate Emergency Strategy
2020-30.

The proposed Greater Dandenong Climate Emergency Strategy 2020-30 provides a strategic
framework and roadmap to guide the City of Greater Dandenong to become a resilient, net-zero
carbon city by 2040. The Strategy is supported by an Action Plan that outlines Councilôs commitment
to addressing climate change over the next five years.

The Strategy has been developed through extensive internal stakeholder engagement and two rounds
of community consultation. A total of approximately 1,070 submissions and comments were received
through both rounds of community consultation undertaken in 2019 and 2020.

This report provides an overview of:

The context and background research undertaken in the development of the draft strategy
The consultation process that occurred during the two stages of public consultation and a
summary of the feedback.
The proposed Greater Dandenong Climate Emergency Strategy 2020-30.
The Action Planôs key actions and outcomes to support implementation of the Strategy.

Recommendation Summary

This report recommends that Council adopt the Greater Dandenong Climate Emergency Strategy
2020-30.
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Background

Council formally recognised the urgent need for climate action on the 28th of January 2020, by
unanimously declaring a Climate and Ecological Emergency. Through this declaration, Council has
voiced support for the Paris Agreement of 2016, and committed to playing its part in capping rising
global average temperatures at no greater than 1.5ÁC compared to pre-industrial levels.
In June 2016,Councillors adopted theGreater Dandenong 2016-30 Sustainability Strategy. Adoption
of the Sustainability Strategy reflected an acknowledgment of the growing necessity for sustainable
development in local government, the importance of sustainability to the community as well as providing
a framework for the City of Greater Dandenong to achieve its vision of becoming one of the most
sustainable cities in Australia by 2030. Additionally, the Sustainability Strategy drew attention to the
urgent need for comprehensive, strategic action addressing the impacts of climate change on Greater
Dandenongôs environment, economy, and broader society. For Greater Dandenong, there was a
need for Council to take on a leadership role for the communityôs response to climate change, as:

vulnerable people in the community are at even greater risk from the impacts of climate change
businesses generally have yet to fully analyse the full impacts of climate change risks on business
risk factors.

In 2018, Council engaged consultation specialists to assist in developing a detailed evidence base
to guide the development of the Climate Emergency Strategy and its supporting Action Plans. The
four background reports prepared were:

Climate Change Action - Gap Analysis Evaluation Report (February 2019)
Literature Review and Discussion Paper (May 2019)
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Profile and Mitigation Report (October 2019)
Climate Change Risk and Adaptation Analysis Report (February 2019)

These four background reports were prepared to provide a detailed analyse of climate change at the
local context, to facilitate the approach to mitigating both local emissions and risk factors. These
reports findings were used to inform:

the development of key issues tested through Initial Public Consultation undertaken in 2019
theDraft Climate Change Strategy publicly exhibited in 2020 (subsequently renamed the Climate
Emergency Strategy in response to Councilôs declaration of a climate emergency.

To provide transparency, these four background reports were made available to the community as
part of the public exhibition of the Draft Climate Change Strategy in March 2020.
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As part of the development of the Climate Emergency Strategy and Action Plan, the background
research also assessed Council's current capacity to plan and respond to climate change risks through
its existing strategies, operational controls and infrastructure. Specific areas of focus included:

Operating framework
Development and implementation of a climate change strategy
Risk assessment
Financial impact analysis
Vulnerability assessments

In response, the Climate Emergency Strategy Action Plan includes measures to further strengthen
these areas to facilitate a whole of organisation response by Council to climate change.
The development of the draft Climate Emergency Strategy represents a two-year process of detailed
research, analysis, engagement, planning and investment by Council. In addition, the Greater
Dandenong community, Council officers, and other relevant stakeholders were extensively consulted
during the development of the draft Climate Change Strategy, with their feedback incorporated into
the draft Greater Dandenong Climate Emergency Strategy 2020-30.

Proposal

The draft Greater Dandenong Climate Emergency Strategy 2020-30 provides a strategic framework
of actions for mitigation and adaption to the impacts of climate change, both across Councilôs operations
and for the broader municipality. The strategy provides a clear vision for council to respond to climate
change, supported by a series of headline targets.

The Greater Dandenong Climate Emergency Strategy 2020-30 has the following vision for the City
of Greater Dandenong:

The City of Greater Dandenong is a resilient, net zero carbon city.

The Climate Emergency Strategy is based on eight key themes:

(1) Leadership and Governance

(2) Community Wellbeing and Culture

(3) Business and Economy

(4) Energy and Buildings

(5) Biodiversity and Green Spaces

(6) Transport and Movement

(7) Assets, Infrastructure and Land Use Planning

(8) Waste and Resources
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For each of these key themes, a series of objectives, targets and actions have been developed.
Where Council has direct operational control, corporate objectives and targets have been identified.
For those areas outside of Councilôs direct operational control, community objectives and desired
targets have been identified through which Council can support the community. These actions
recognise that adapting to and mitigating the impacts of climate change are not achievable by any
one party alone ï extensive collaboration is required.

In order to achieve Councilôs vision of a resilient, net zero carbon city, the following key
outcomes/actions of the Strategy include:

Actions to embed climate emergency responses into its operations:

Achieve net zero carbon emissions for Council by 2025, primarily through:

Increased energy efficiency
Increased renewable energy generated across Councilôs assets
Sustainability of new buildings (design and operation)
Entering into a Power Purchase Agreement to provide Councilôs electricity needs from
100% renewable sources

Increase internal awareness and planning to reduce risks to Councilôs operations and services
Address the vulnerability of Council assets and services to climate risks and impacts on
operations, service delivery and finances
Embed climate change into Councilôs risk and financial management decision-making processes
and key governance documents
Build Councilôs capacity to respond, including long-term sustainable financing strategies to fund
mitigation and adaptation measures
Increase availability and uptake of low-carbon transport options
Advocate for:

Increased clarity on the responsibilities and legal liabilities of local governments with regards
to climate change
Support to help increase capacity of local governments to carry out their responsibilities
Increased regional collaboration to maximise both efficiencies and the effectiveness of
outcomes.
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Actions to support our community in response to the climate emergency:

Increase community awareness of climate change to mobilise community action
Increase community engagement and response to climate change
Building capacity of residents and businesses to respond to climate change
Increase community resilience to extreme weather events
Develop a cooler, greener city to reduce the Urban Heat Island Effect
Improve sustainability and liveability outcomes for new buildings through the planning process,
progressing to net zero carbon buildings
Increase energy efficiency and uptake of renewable energy by businesses and households
Advocate for:

Stronger Federal and State renewable energy targets
Increased resilience to key national, state and regional infrastructure critical to local
community needs
Required regional waste recovery infrastructure and associated services

Maximise business opportunities in the renewable energy space.

Implementation of the Strategy will be delivered through specific actions identified in the Action Plan
as well as implementation of the various Council supporting policies, strategies and plans that relate
to each of the eight themes.

Councilôs corporate reporting systemwill provide the framework for the annual monitoring and reporting
of the Action Planôs implementation. Progress on the actions in the Action Plan will be reported publicly
through an Annual Summary Report. The report will provide a summary of the key achievements of
the past 12 months and progress to date. The scale and complexity of the challenge created by the
climate emergency requires that we all work together as the actions of individuals, sectors or
governments cannot solve it alone.

Implementation of this Strategy will require substantial changes to the way that Council and its
community address climate change, in particular:

1. Council to take an integrated ówhole-of-organisationô approach to climate change across its own
operations

2. Council to support its community to lead effective responses to climate change. Council
recognises that while everyone has a role to play, it must demonstrate leadership and empower
others to act

3. Community Mobilisation: Consultation with the community identified a range of barriers to taking
effective action in tackling climate change. By working to reduce these barriers, Council can
assist the community to reduce its carbon emissions and prepare for the unavoidable impacts
of climate change. The community identified that there is a need for more information and
education programs on relevant environmental issues. Recognising that we need to do more to
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increase both community awareness and action, Council will focus on increasing engagement
with our residents and businesses, including our culturally and linguistically (CALD) community
members and those with low income levels. This will be achieved through delivery of theClimate
Emergency Community Engagement & Mobilisation Plan, a direct action from the Strategy which
will be completed in 2020-21.

To further Councilôs ability to effectively mobilise the community and others, the Climate Emergency
Action Plan focusses for the first few years on building Councilôs capacity by putting in place measures
that aim to:

Create a united corporate culture working towards a common goal
Increase awareness across Council of the impacts and risks from climate change on Councilôs
assets, operations, services and finances
Embed consideration of the climate emergency into Councilôs strategic documents and day to
day decision making processes
Better understand the financial implications of climate change on Councilôs assets and services
and appropriate funding mechanisms
Increase collaboration with key partners and stakeholders.

This approach is striving to create the ówhole-of-organisationô response to the climate emergency
required to achieve the best outcomes for the municipal community, including future generations.

To support this, the Action Plan specifically includes a number of new measures that aim to build the
foundations for future programs and activities that target building the communityôs capacity to respond
to the climate emergency and to help drive the transformational change required. These include:

Identifying opportunities to increase community awareness
Engaging with Councilôs existing community advisory committees to help ensure equitable
outcomes that support the vulnerable members of our community
Engaging with local business and industry leaders to accelerate responses that support the
economic viability of local businesses.
Working collaboratively with key partners to assess the most effective measures for local
governments to achieve their community emission reductions targets.

It is proposed that the Strategy will be formally reviewed in ten years, 2030. This formal review and
update will provide the opportunity for Council to establish new priorities, refine the key objectives
and where necessary update key targets, through broad community consultation.

An internal operational evaluation of thisClimate Emergency Strategy and Action Planwill occur after
5 years (2025-26) to enable a review of the effectiveness and relevance of the objectives and actions.
A report on the five-year evaluation and review will be tabled at a Council meeting for noting.
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Community Plan óImagine 2030ô and Council Plan 2017-2021 ï Strategic Objectives,
Strategies and Plans

After consultation with the Greater Dandenong community on what kind of future they wanted to see
for themselves and the City in 2030, the result was the Greater Dandenong Community Plan óImagine
2030ô. This report is consistent with the following community visions:

Community Plan óImagine 2030ô
People

Pride ï Best place best people
Cultural Diversity ï Model multicultural community
Outdoor Activity and Sports ï Recreation for everyone
Lifecycle and Social Support ï The generations supported

Place

Sense of Place ï One city many neighbourhoods
Safety in Streets and Places ï Feeling and being safe
Appearance of Places ï Places and buildings
Travel and Transport ï Easy to get around

Opportunity

Education, Learning and Information ï Knowledge
Jobs and Business Opportunities ï Prosperous and affordable
Tourism and visitors ï Diverse and interesting experiences
Leadership by the Council ï The leading Council

Council Plan 2017-2021

The Council Plan describes the kind of future the Council is working for, and how Council will do this
over four years. This report is consistent with the following goals:

People

A vibrant, connected and safe community
A creative city that respects and embraces diversity

Place

A healthy, liveable and sustainable city
A city planned for the future

Opportunity

A diverse and growing economy
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An open and effective Council

The strategies and plans that contribute to these outcomes are as follows:

Related Council Strategies

The strategies and plans that contribute to these outcomes are as follows:

Greater Dandenong Planning Scheme
Relevant Asset Management Plans
Road Management Plan 2018-2022
Urban Tree Strategy 2018 ï 2028
Municipal Emergency Management Plan 2018
Cycling Strategy 2017
Integrated Transport Plan 2017 ï 2022
Community Wellbeing Plan 2017 ï 2021
Sustainable Stormwater Strategy 2017
Digital Strategy 2016
Sustainability Strategy 2016 ï 2030
Walking Strategy 2015 ï 2023
Community Hub Framework 2015
Fire Management Plan 2015-17
Regional Food Strategy 2015 ï 2018
Language and Communication Framework and Action Plan 2015
Community Development Framework 2015
Arts and Cultural Heritage Strategy and Action Plan 2015
Long-Term Financial Strategy 2015 - 2020
Asset Management Strategy 2015 - 2022
Community Safety Plan 2015 ï 2022
Children's Plan 2015 ï 2019
Regional Food Strategy 2015 ï 2018
Waste and Litter Strategy 2015 - 2020
Housing Strategy 2014
Sport and Active Recreation Survey 2014 ï 2019
Risk Management Strategy 2014 ï 2018
Green Wedge Management Plan 2014
Local Economic and Employment Development Strategy 2011
Open Space Strategy 2009
Sustainable Water Use Plan 2008
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Related Council Policies

Asset Management Policy
Fixed Asset Accounting Policy
Investment Policy
Community Engagement Policy and Framework
Community Response Grants Policy
Community Funding Partnership Policy
Diversity Access and Equity Policy
Healthy Eating Policy
Occupational Health and Safety Policy
Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Policy
Local Economic Development Policy
Plastic Use Policy
Procurement Policy
Public Car Share Policy
Public Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure Policy
Risk Management Policy

Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities

All matters relevant to the Victorian Human Rights Charter have been considered in the preparation
of this report and are consistent with the standards set by the Charter.

Financial Implications

The draft Climate Emergency Strategy 2020-30 identifies a number of strategic actions to be
implemented over the next five years subject to funding and resources. Many of the actions included
within the draft 2020-2030 Climate Emergency Strategy are part of the current Annual Budget and
Long-Term Financial Strategy.

Where possible, strategic actions identified in the Action Plan contained within the Strategy include
allocated budget to deliver that action. Where budget figures are present, these are either existing
allocated funds or estimated funds that have been approved as part of the 2020/21 financial year
budget.

Future budget and resource implications for the Strategy will be subject to approval on an annual
basis. A budget and resource submission for implementation of measures identified in the Action
Plan contained within this strategy will be reviewed as part of the Councilôs annual budget process.
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Consultation

Council undertook extensive organisational, stakeholder and community consultation during the
development of the Strategy. Council's Community Engagement Policy and Framework provided
guidance during consultation.

Internal engagement

An internal Project Steering Group, made up of representatives from each of the five directorates,
has provided feedback and guidance on the development of the draft Strategy and Action Plans.

Representatives from each of the directorates attended workshops which were used to inform the
development of the background reports, with the draft background reports circulated broadly to these
attendees and others across Council for feedback. As part of the preparation of the Draft Strategy &
Action Plan, individual theme sections were circulated to relevant Council staff and teams for their
feedback.

Councillors were briefed on the development of the draft Strategy at different milestones through both
presentations at Councillor Briefing Sessions and through InfoSum reports. The Councillors also
participated in two workshops and a presentation that assisted in refining the direction of the draft
strategy, which are outlined below.

Briefings provided to Councillors during the development of the Climate Emergency Strategy:

InfoSum ï Commencement of Climate Change Strategy9 / 7 2018

Pre CBS Workshop ï Initial Councillor Workshop16 / 7 / 2018

CBS Presentation ï Project Overview15 / 10 / 2018

Pre CBSWorkshop ï developing Initial Public Consultation stage messages and
questions4 / 2 / 2019

CBS Presentation ï Project update and Initial Public Consultation approach4 / 3 / 2019

CBS Presentation ï Draft Strategy presentation in preparation for public
consultation2 / 12 / 2019

InfoSum ï Commencement of Public Exhibition of the Draft Climate Change
Strategy4 / 3 / 2020

CBS Presentation ï Specialist consultant ï LGA Climate risk through a finance
and liability lens1 / 6 / 2020

InfoSum ï Exhibition of the Draft Climate Change Strategy ï Community
Consultation Summary23 / 6 / 2020
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Community and Stakeholder Consultation

Extensive stakeholder and community consultation was undertaken in two rounds in 2019 and 2020.
A total of approximately 1,070 cumulative submissions and comments were received, and this feedback
has assisted to finalise the Strategy for Council approval. A summary of the consultation process is
outlined below.

An initial round of consultation was undertaken over a six (6) week period from the 21 March to the
3 May 2019. To facilitate the process, a survey with five key questions was prepared seeking to
understand the communityôs concerns with regards to climate change and their views on the priority
areas for action. Feedback gathered from the initial consultation, combined with extensive internal
consultation within Council guided the development of the draft version of the Strategy.

A second round of consultation was undertaken over a four (4) week period from 24th February to 20th

March 2020 to present the draft version of the Strategy and its vision for accelerated climate action
to the community. A survey formed the basis for the community to provide open feedback on the
Draft Climate Change Strategy.

Feedback from both stages of community consultation has been incorporated into the final version
of the Strategy.

The combined consultation involved meeting with many different stakeholders representing a broad
cross-section of the community. This included residents, businesses, community groups, schools
and visitors. In addition, community representatives who are members of Councilôs Sustainability
Advisory Committee have provided input and guidance during both rounds of community consultation,
including at the completion of various milestones during the development of the Strategy. The various
engagement methods have been outlined below.
General promotions:

Articles in City of Greater Dandenong News magazine
Flyer mailed out with Councilôs Rates Notice to over 35,000 households (28 February 2019)
Articles in óTalking Businessô
Article in the Bushland Events Calendar (January to June 2019)
Eight-page Climate Change information booklet
Displays at Customer Service centres, libraries and key Council facilities
Notices on Councilôs website and social media
E-mail sent directly to over 700 contacts in Councilôs Bushland & Sustainability Team contact
database
Emails to those registered to receive information on theDraft Climate Change Strategy, including
other past sustainability / environment consultation and engagement activities.

Event promotions:

Environment and Sustainability Youth Forum (21 March 2019)
Sustainability Festival (7 April 2019)
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The Big Picnic (1 April 2019)
Discover Dandenong Creek Festival (11 April 2019)
Cinema in the Square (15 March 2019)
Dandenong West Community Festival (22 March 2019)
Dandenong Primary School Play Group (29 April 2019).

School/community group presentations:

Childrenôs Forum (October 2018)
Youth Forum (March 2019)
Athol Road Primary School (May 2019)
Cornish College (22 May 2019)
Greater Dandenong Volunteer Network (26 February 2019)
Positive Ageing Committee (14 March 2019)
Greater Dandenong Sustainability Reference Committee (Various)
Dandenong National Seniors Club (16 May 2019)
South East Seniors Club Leadership Group (11 April 2019)
Noble Park Diabetic Support Group (11 June 2019)
Noble Park Probus Club (1 July 2019)

Programs:

The Climate Changers program for young people aged 16 ï 25 (July ï November 2019)

Responses received from the initial round of consultation in 2019 are summarised below.

897 survey responses (138 online via SurveyMonkey, 759 via hardcopy)
123 formal submissions (online via Jotform)
1,541 people were reached through Facebook:

27 engagements
5 likes or shares
22 post clicks
6 link clicks

General feedback from the initial consultations and submissions to inform the development of the
draft version of the Strategy indicated that the community:

Is worried about climate change (92% of survey respondents)
Think it is important that the City of Greater Dandenong take action (94% of survey respondents)
Feel that strong targets should be set that aim to help keep rising temperatures associated with
climate change to 1.5ÁC or below compared to pre-industrial levels.
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Identified top priority areas include:

Increasing awareness of climate change
Planting more trees in open space and protecting biodiversity
Reducing waste to landfill
Increasing energy efficiency to help reduce bills
Increasing uptake of renewable energy
Support for sustainable transport and electric vehicles
Advocating for action on climate change
Zero emission buildings

Responses received during the public exhibition period in 2020 are summarised below.

35 comments received via email
15 survey responses (14 online via SurveyMonkey, 1 via hardcopy)

The majority of responses supported the Draft Strategy, with comments focused on strengthening
the targets and specifying relevant actions to be implemented to achieve the Council and Community
Emissions 2040 target. Only two responses received opposed the Draft Strategy, however no additional
information or commentary was provided to support their submission.

A summary of the community feedback received on the exhibited Draft Strategy is highlighted below:

Commending Council for their efforts to address the threat and impacts of Climate Change
More emphasis needs to be placed on the climate emergency declared by Council on 28 January
2020 (i.e. more ambition and stronger language)
Requires more detail on addressing community emissions reductions to meet the 2040 target
of zero community emissions.
More information on how targets will be identified, tracked, monitored and funded across all
themes. This must be included in any supporting action plan.
Most submissions focused on Councilôs efforts to reduce energy use across the municipality,
but also biodiversity protection and enhancement including increasing vegetation cover on council
and private land.

Two separate consultation summary reports have been completed that reflect the approach and
outcomes from both rounds of community consultation. The information received during these two
stages of consultation, was highly valuable, with many comments and suggestions informing the
development of the proposed Greater Dandenong Climate Emergency Strategy 2020-30.
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Conclusion

The Greater Dandenong Council has formally recognised that the current levels of global warming,
and future warming already committed, constitute a climate emergency requiring an emergency
response by all levels of government, including local government, to reduce greenhouse gases and
meet the lower target of the Paris Agreement to keep global warming below 1.5 degrees.

In response, the Greater Dandenong Climate Emergency Strategy 2020-30 sets out the long-term
vision for a resilient and net carbon zero City and provides the strategic framework necessary for
Council to adapt to andmitigate risks associated with climate change, with associated goals, objectives,
targets and areas of focus across eight themes.

The Strategyôs Action Plan outlines mitigation and adaptation actions for implementation by Council,
as well as the community and other key stakeholders, that will facilitate the achievement of theClimate
Emergency Strategyôs goals, objectives and targets.

Councilôs response to the climate change, through the implementation of the Greater Dandenong
Climate Emergency Strategy 2020-30 and Action Plan, will continue to be emphasised as a key
priority in the next Council Plan.

Recommendation

That Council adopts theGreater DandenongClimate Emergency Strategy 2020-2030 andAction
Plan in the form of Attachment 1.

MINUTE 1549

Moved by: Cr Matthew Kirwan
Seconded by: Cr Sean O'Reilly

That Council adopts theGreater DandenongClimate Emergency Strategy 2020-2030 andAction
Plan in the form of Attachment 1.

CARRIED
(CR TIM DARK ABSTAINED FROM VOTING ON THIS ITEM)
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4.2.2 Greater Dandenong Open Space Strategy 2020-2030

A6708509File Id:

Director City Planning Design & AmenityResponsible Officer:

Appendix 1: Greater Dandenong Open Space
Strategy 2020-2030

Attachments:

Report Summary

A Council resolution is sought to adopt the Greater Dandenong Open Space Strategy 2020-2030.

Community consultation on the draft Greater Dandenong Open Space Strategy 2020-2030 was
conducted over a six (6) week period between Sunday 29 March to Friday 15 May 2020. Council
received a total of 67 submissions during this time.

This report provides an overview of:

The process of reviewing the existing Places for People: Open Space in Greater Dandenong,
Open Space Strategy, 2009;
The feedback received from the community during the two separate consultation periods and
how this was incorporated into the development of the draft Open Space Strategy;
The proposed Greater Dandenong Open Space Strategy 2020-2030; and
The next steps for the project, including the completion of a Public Open Space Acquisition and
Improvement Council Policy, an Open Space Contributions Plan and a future Planning Scheme
Amendment.

Recommendation Summary

This report recommends that Council adopt the attached Greater Dandenong Open Space Strategy
2020-2030.
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Background

Open space makes up around 5.3% of land within the municipality of Greater Dandenong (approx.
700 hectares). Significant open space areas include Tirhatuan Park, Greaves Reserve, Tatterson
Park, Spring Valley Reserve,Warner Reserve, Ross Reserve, Dandenong Park, Springvale Community
Hub, Harmony Square (in terms of community use) and the Dandenong Flood Plains. Major walking
and cycling paths such as the Djerring Trail, Eastlink Trail and the Dandenong Creek Trail form the
spines of Greater Dandenongôs open space network.

At the commencement of the project in 2017 Council engaged planning consultants together with
consultation specialists and economists to prepare an Open Space Analysis & Discussion Paper
which explored:

Who is using open space, how; and who is missing out?
What is open space and what are the different types?
Where is the existing open space located?
Where is future demand and population likely to be?
Funding mechanisms & benchmarks

The Discussion Paper was made available to the community during the initial four-week consultation
period ñFuture of Open Spaceò in April 2019 as part of asking the community how they use open
space and what is most important to them. This approach built on previous consultation exercises
and helped to further identify the needs and wants of the community regarding open space. TheOpen
Space Analysis and Discussion Paper was used to inform the development of the draft Greater
Dandenong Open Space Strategy 2020-2030.

The draft Greater Dandenong Open Space Strategy 2020-2030 (the Strategy) was then prepared
due to:

The 2009 Open Space Strategy is over ten years old;
Population projections being much greater than previously anticipated;
The Council Plan and Notice of Motion 58 committing Council to increasing the supply of open
space;
The Victorian Planning Provisions requirements of Council regarding open space, such as
ensuring an equitable distribution and quality of open space;
Council being required to implement the State Governmentôs Plan Melbourne 20-minute
neighbourhood model;
The broad range of key issues and influences considered in the Discussion Paper; and
Need for Council to respond to comments made by the community about how they use open
space and what is most important to them.
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Councillors were briefed on the draft Strategy in March 2020 and it was made available for community
feedback between 29 March to 15 May 2020. A recurring theme in the Strategy, which was reinforced
through the community consultation is the importance of vegetation, and that being outdoors and
close to nature is clearly of great importance to Greater Dandenong users of open space. Similarly,
the expansion of the existing open space network is of high importance.

The Strategy uses the Victorian Planning Authorityôs definition of open space such that it is ñland that
provides outdoor recreation, leisure and/or environmental benefits and/or visual amenityò. As such,
traditional open space (parks, gardens playgrounds, sports field, recreational facilities, regional trails)
along with non-traditional open space (urban and civic spaces, schools, cemeteries, tree reserves,
etc) are incorporated into the Strategy.

The Strategy takes a holistic approach by focusing on improving the quality of public open space and
on where the demand is greater, rather than simply using a per person provision ratio.

The Strategy recognises and responds to a range of key influences and issues including population
growth, climate change, health and wellbeing, cultural diversity and increasing residential densities.

Proposal

The draftGreater Dandenong Open Space Strategy 2020-2030 sets out the long-term vision for open
space in Greater Dandenong in that it seeks to achieve a high-quality, accessible and sustainable
open space network. The Strategy seeks to guide the management and improvement of the quality,
design and provision of open space over the next 10 years to ensure the needs of the existing residents
and future generations are met. A key element of the Strategy is the Open Space Framework, Action
and Monitoring Plan (Appendix C of Strategy) which includes actions and measures that align with
Councilôs Imagine 2030 framework by using the following principles:

Place ï High Quality parks, Reserves and Connections
People ï Open space for All
Opportunity ï Greening our City

Targets for the acquisition of land for new open space and improvement of existing open space, along
with a range of other measures are included to monitor the success of the Strategy.

The Strategy includes a comprehensive analysis of open space needs for the entire municipality
broken down by each suburb by considering walkability, land use and population growth. The analysis
and resultant actions will ensure the quality and quantity of open space in areas of need is improved.
Key implementation strategies include:

Increasing the quantity of publicly accessible open space by delivering well-designed new spaces
in areas of identified need (priority areas), extending existing spaces and improving access to
open space; and
Improving and maintaining the quality of existing open space and connections ensuring they
provide the appropriate standard of facilities for each suburb especially in higher density residential
neighbourhoods.
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A range of implementation tools are included in the appendices to the Strategy to inform and guide
decision-making, namely:

Open Space Hierarchy ï categorises different types of open space using access/ownership,
typology, size and surrounding land use.
Park Development Standards ï identifies the facilities or infrastructure appropriate for different
types and sizes of open space.
Land Selection Criteria - guides decisions about acquiring land (site selection, size, etc).
Open Space Improvements Criteria ï guides decisions about making improvements to existing
open space.

The Strategy responds to community feedback received by:

Placing greater emphasis on biodiversity and climate change.
Acknowledging the communityôs preferred exercise is walking and identifying the important role
of regional trails in the open space network and the overall need to improve existing open space
connections.
Prioritising investment in and around activity centres (Priority Areas) and suburbs with the lowest
percentage of open space.
Continuing to prioritise improvements to the quality and greening of open spaces (including
significant tree planting and landscape improvements).
Strengthening monitoring and reporting requirements by:

including the Open Space Framework, Action and Monitoring Plan with measures and
targets;
committing to an annual update (to bemade available on Councilôs website) and a five-yearly
operational desktop review.

Supporting documents

Implementation of the Strategy will be guided through two supporting documents, namely a revised
Public Open Space Contributions Plan and a new Public Open Space Acquisition and Improvement
Council Policy. These documents are currently being finalised, pending the adoption of the Strategy,
and will be tabled at a future Council Meeting.

The Public Open Space Contributions Plan will provide the methodology and process to collect open
space contributions within the municipality. Any proposed change to open space contributions, payable
by developers, will require inclusion of the statutory requirements of the Public Open Space
Contributions Plan in the Greater Dandenong Planning Scheme. This will be subject to authorisation
from the Minister for Planning and subject to a full Planning Scheme Amendment process.

The Council Policy will provide guidance to Council and Council Officers on the acquisition and/or
improvement of open space and the operational management of the Open Space reserves. It is
proposed that the Land Selection Criteria and Open Space Improvements Criteria are also included
in the Council Policy.
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Community Plan óImagine 2030ô and Council Plan 2017-2021 ï Strategic Objectives,
Strategies and Plans

After consultation with the Greater Dandenong community on what kind of future they wanted to see
for themselves and the City in 2030, the result was the Greater Dandenong Community Plan óImagine
2030ô. This report is consistent with the following community visions:

Community Plan óImagine 2030ô
People

Pride ï Best place best people
Cultural Diversity ï Model multicultural community
Outdoor Activity and Sports ï Recreation for everyone
Lifecycle and Social Support ï The generations supported

Place

Sense of Place ï One city many neighbourhoods
Safety in Streets and Places ï Feeling and being safe
Appearance of Places ï Places and buildings
Travel and Transport ï Easy to get around

Opportunity

Education, Learning and Information ï Knowledge
Tourism and visitors ï Diverse and interesting experiences
Leadership by the Council ï The leading Council

Council Plan 2017-2021

The Council Plan describes the kind of future the Council is working for, and how Council will do this
over four years. This report is consistent with the following goals:

People

A vibrant, connected and safe community
A creative city that respects and embraces diversity

Place

A healthy, liveable and sustainable city
A city planned for the future

Opportunity

An open and effective Council
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The strategies and plans that contribute to these outcomes are as follows:

Greater Dandenong Planning Scheme
Make Your Move Physical Activity Strategy 2020-2030 (draft)
Health and Wellbeing Plan 2017-21
Sports Facilities Plan ï Implementation Plan 2018
Walking Strategy 2015-23
Cycling Strategy 2017-24
Playground Strategy and Action Plan 2013-23

Related Council Policies

CouncilôsCommunity Engagement Policy outlines Councilôs role in providing activities which enhance
opportunities for the community to express their expectations, aspirations and ideas.

Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities

All matters relevant to the Victorian Human Rights Charter have been considered in the preparation
of this report and are consistent with the standards set by the Charter.

Financial Implications

All future capital works and other actions associated with the implementation of the draft Greater
DandenongOpen Space Strategy, 2020-2030 are subject to annual Council CIP and business planning
processes.

The preparation of a Planning Scheme Amendment to incorporate the Greater Dandenong Open
Space Strategy, 2020-2030 and the revised Public Open Space Contributions Plan into the Greater
Dandenong Planning Scheme has been budgeted for in this financial year (2020/2021).

Consultation

Council undertook extensive community and stakeholder consultation throughout the development
of the draft Greater Dandenong Open Space Strategy, 2020-2030.

Building on the first period of community consultation in 2019, the community was invited to provide
feedback on the draft Greater Dandenong Open Space Strategy over a four- week period from 29
March 2020. Due to COVID-19 this period was extended further to 15 May 2020 to allow residents
more time to respond.

Various methods were used to both promote and seek feedback, including:

Large posters at 30 different open spaces throughout the municipality
Email sent to those who provided feedback on the Future of Open Space in 2019
Articles in Greater Dandenong Council News magazine
Social Media (targeted Facebook posts)
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The draft Strategy, a summary brochure and an online/downloadable survey were available on
Councilôs website

Face-to-face consultation was planned to take place at The Big Picnic, Sustainability Festival and
the Dandenong Creek Festival, however, unfortunately these events were cancelled due to COVID-19.
Considering these unforeseen circumstances, there was a good level of participation with a total of
67 submissions received (54 via SurveyMonkey and 13 direct emails).

The age of respondents was spread throughout all age groups (for those who provided this information).

Rather than document every response, the following summary seeks to present the key themes and
community priorities. The principles in the draft Strategy were simplified into six statements which
the survey respondents were asked to rank from most important to least. These being:

Improve the quality of existing open spaces (especially in areas of high demand) (33%)
Increase tree planting and greening of open spaces (21%)
Assist with reducing the effects of climate change (17%)
Provide open space within walking distance of everyone (13%)
Make it easier for people to get to open spaces (8%)
Well designed, safe and inclusive open space (8%)

As shown above, improving the quality of open spaces was the highest priority for the online submitters
(33%), followed by increased tree planting and greening of open spaces (17%). This feedback is
consistent with that received in 2019, with over a quarter of submitters indicating the high importance
of being outdoors with trees and nature.

Conclusion

The draft Greater Dandenong Open Space Strategy, 2020-2030 provides a framework for Council
to manage and improve the quality, design and provision of open space over the next 10 years to
ensure the needs of the existing residents and future generations are met. The framework is derived
from Councilôs Imagine 2030 framework with principles and goals that align with the overarching
themes of Place, People and Opportunity. Corresponding actions and measures set out how Council
will achieve its vision of a high quality, accessible and sustainable open space network. The Strategy
will be used by decision makers such as Council, Council officers and other State Government
agencies.

Recommendation

That Council:

adopts the Greater Dandenong Open Space Strategy, 2020-2030 in the form of
Attachment 1;

1.

advises all submitters of Councilôs decision; and2.
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notes that a revised Public Open Space Contributions Plan and Public Open Space
Acquisition and Improvement Policy will be tabled at a future Council meeting.

3.

MINUTE 1550

Moved by: Cr Matthew Kirwan
Seconded by: Cr Sean O'Reilly

That Council:

adopts the Greater Dandenong Open Space Strategy, 2020-2030 in the form of
Attachment 1;

1.

advises all submitters of Councilôs decision; and2.

notes that a revised Public Open Space Contributions Plan and Public Open Space
Acquisition and Improvement Policy will be tabled at a future Council meeting.

3.

CARRIED

Cr Peter Brown left the meeting at 7.34pm.
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If the details of the attachment are unclear please contact Governance on 8571 5235. 
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